behalf of my profession, for this recognition of ourselves as co-workers with you in the noble field of medicine.
The tendency of men to quackery, has always made your profession look with a jealous eye upon new divisions of medical labor.
We do not blame you for your tardiness in recognizing the value of dental surgery ; for, as the guardians of the people, you were bound to be watchful, where experience had taught that the people love quackery in medicine as they love fanaticism in religion. We have patiently waited, and having passed through the ordeal of your scrutiny, I thank you, on behalf of my profession, for this expression of your generous confidence.
I take it for granted, you do not expect me to describe the details of operative dentistry, in which you could have but little interest; I shall, therefore, confine my remarks to the nature and causes of some of the diseases of the teeth, and their effect upon the health of patients?a subject which requires the watchful care of the physician not less than the skill of the dentist.
When a physician listens to a lecture on medical jurisprudence, he does not expect to become a lawyer ; he simply desires to become familiar with some of those points of law which describe his duties and the mutual rights of himself and patients. On this principle, I take it for granted you do not desire to learn dentistry, but rather to gain that information which will enable you to avoid doing injury to the teeth of your patient, and also to judge when it is necessary to call to your aid the services of a competent dentist.
I will pass over the subject of first dentition with the remark, that where you are called to cut the gums, in order to facilitate this physiological process, the duty might, with propriety, be performed by us, for most of the diseases of these organs are the result of bad habits, formed in early life; so we cannot too early impress the parents mind the necessity of care for their children's teetli, and this can be done by no one so well as the dentist.
As the decay of the teeth is the disease which attracts the most attention, and is also most fatal in its results, the question arises, What is the disease called u decay of the teeth ?"
The theory of some of the most able practitioners of the past?such a's Fox, Tomes, Bell and Jourdain?was, that the decay of the tooth was caused by something which suspended or destroyed the vital action. Some supposed that the application of heat and cold injured the enamel, which laid the foundation for serious disease.
Others thought that decay was produced by a lateral pressure of the teeth against each other; and others thought the use of calomel destroyed the constitution of the teeth, thus producing disease.
This last theory has become one of those popular fallacies which quackery has used without stint against your profession. In all these it was a common idea that decay sometimes began under the enamel, upon the surface of the bone. Within the last few years, not a little has been published in our dental journals, on the real and smypathetic relations which exist between the diseases of the teeth and contiguous parts and the general system, and urging upon physicians the duty of oftener inquiring into the conditions of these organs, to see whether they are not the cause of much of the functional disturbance and organic disease which they are called upon to treat.
But from the very limited number of dental journals taken by medical practitioners, and from the very little that I have found, in my limited reading of medical journals, written upon this subject, it is to be feared that very little is ever read by the medical profession upon this point. Of the evils which may result from the various morbid conditions of the teeth and gums, you will hardly expect me to do more than simply allude to some of the more important, and in the fewest words possible, to suggest the manner in which they may be produced. To attempt to define particular diseases, remote from these organs, which may depend upon their diseased condition, would be taxing your patience too much. Like the varied and multiplied causes everywhere existing, which produce disease, they usually operate upon the system in a general manner, through the medium of its nervous and vascular connection, and by the vitiated secretions which result from their own morbid condition. Every physician is aware how slight and insignificant are the causes that sometimes disturb healthy action?oftentimes so trivial as to be thought unworthy of attention?and yet such is the intimate relation which one part of the system sustains towards every other part, that the slightest departure from health in one, is almost certain to be followed by a sympathizing disturbance in every other.
And when we remember the many important structures of the mouth?its nervous and vascular connections, its glands and secretions, its office in the mastication and preparation of our food for the stomach, and its intimate relation with a healthy condition of that organ ?we have presented to us, in its several parts, functions the most important in their character, and a source of power over the general health, which should ever claim the watchful attention of the medical attendant. 
